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Subd. 26. Mental health practitioner. "Mental health practitioner" means a person  
providing services to children with emotional disturbances. A mental health practitioner must  
have training and experience in working with children. A mental health practitioner must be  
qualified in at least one of the following ways: 
 
(1) holds a bachelor's degree in one of the behavioral sciences or related fields from an  
accredited college or university and: 

 
(i) has at least 2,000 hours of supervised experience in the delivery of mental health services to 
children with emotional disturbances;  
 

OR 
 
(ii) is fluent in the non-English language of the ethnic group to which at least 50 percent of the 
practitioner's clients belong, completes 40 hours of training in the delivery of services to children with 
emotional disturbances, and receives clinical supervision from a mental health professional at least 
once a week until the requirement of 2,000 hours of supervised experience is met; 
 

OR 
 
(2) has at least 6,000 hours of supervised experience in the delivery of mental health services  
to children with emotional disturbances; 
 

OR 
 
(3) is a graduate student in one of the behavioral sciences or related fields and is formally  
assigned by an accredited college or university to an agency or facility for clinical training; or 
 

OR 
 
(4) holds a master's or other graduate degree in one of the behavioral sciences or related  
fields from an accredited college or university and has less than 4,000 hours post-master's  
experience in the treatment of emotional disturbance. 


